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Digital inclusion for persons with

®
intellectual disabilities

RightToConnect

Welcome to our third RightToConnect newsletter October 2023!

The project aims to support the active participation of people with intellectual disability
in society by developing their digital skills.

With an aim to develop an accessible e-learning platform, the 5 co-design partners from
Austria, Italy, Ireland, Greece, and Spain are working with people with intellectual
disabilities through a series of co-design workshops. In parallel, a total of 50+ online
courses have been developed so far, a digital skills competence framework is under
development to capture the new skills needed for persons with disabilities and a
methodological guideline is also under development as well to help many software and
web developers to tackle the challenges of digital accessibility for person with
intellectual disability.

We are excited to be working on this important project, and we are grateful for the
support of the European Union and our partners. We hope that you will find this
newsletter informative and engaging. As we are concluding month 18th of the project,
and we would like to share some of the highlights with you with an open call for
collaboration, particularly in Italy, Austria, Greece, Spain, Ireland, Cyprus, and Belgium.

If you are interested, feel free to reach out project coordination team at EASPD - email:
omor.ahmed@easpd.eu
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RightToConnect

A two-day international ‘Co-design workshop’ took place on 5-6th of June, in Madrid,
Spain. With an aim to exchange experience of the co-design process among all co-
design partners, share initial accessibility desires/needs, and test the accessibility of
the e-learning platform prototype, this workshop was coordinated by EASPD, hosted
by FJC, organised by SJOG, and supported by all co-design partners of ightToConnect
project. In total 25 participants from Austria, Ireland, Italy, Greece, and Spain attended
the 2 days long face-to-face workshop.

After successfully completing more than 20+ local co-design sessions to upskill all
participants in design thinking methods, this workshop helped co-designers to increase
their overall clarity of the e-learning platform and its easy access with navigation.
Especially, the participants had the opportunity to learn hands-on from the web
developer team. Most participants reported that they feel confident to use the
platform autonomously.

Read more (opens in new window)



https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=260

20+ co-designers and 5 educators from five countries took part in the Madrid co-design
workshop. They have shared feedback on how the workshop has been a one-of-a-kind
opportunity to dive into the co-designing process and help to improve their digital learning
experience.

“In the workshop, we looked at the platform and gave
feedback on what we thought was good and what was not so
good. We gave feedback on the platform and the Spanish IT ‘

company Hermes listened and promised to make the q R

platform more accessible. | personally achieved that | was Dy o
allowed to fly to Spain for the first time. Flying was really fun. "-
I'm so thankful that I've regained my confidence to use a
wheelchair and that | can drive so fast again.”

- Anja Winkler [atempo, Austrian co-design team]

other participants how they can upload a video on YouTube, while

3 "I was very happy about this experience, and | hope I'll do that again.
‘< | really liked the Tutankhamen Museum and I've explained to the
. Sofia helped me with the translation in English.”

- Andrea Nipoti [ AIAS Bolognaq, Italian co-design team]
.

‘It's nice not to stay with the same people, because if you x e')
meet new people you go further, you evolve, you don’t R -

stay stale. because if we collaborate then we are united. .

™ ok

- Elena [Margarita, Greek co-design team] 3 K
e

Co-designer of Irish team from SJOG Patrick made a
video about his overall experience.

Click on the link to view the video (opens in new
window).



https://vimeo.com/840888331
https://vimeo.com/840888331

On 30th of August and September 1st RightToConnect project partners attended the 17h
International Conference of the Association for the Advancement of Assistive Technology
in Europe (AAATE) to disseminate the project results. During the oral presentation session,
Patrick Fitzgerald and Sarah Gavra Boland presented the case study of exploring the role
of co-researcher in the peer learning digital skills development and accessible e-learning
platform.

RightTeCannect

o i Survey Results
Research into the Digital

Skills Gap Among Adults + Most pecple do not understand how
with Intellectual Disabilities to use the accessibility options on
their phone or computer.
- Lots of people have trouble getting
infoermation from the internet
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What we learned from Ireland
Good information that they could use
in real life.
How to use digital tools like ChatGPT, facial
recognition, and text-to-speech.
MNew skills like searching online, making music
on iPads, and playing games.



https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=267
https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=267

RightToConnect Spanish co-design team recently shared a journal that documented their
overall experience of the co-creation workshops.

See more (opens in hew window)

Spanish co-design team shared their co-design
experience
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Digital inclusion fosters persons with intellectual disabilities’ active participation in the
society.

Are you interested to support the digital skills development of persons with intellectual
disabilities. Do you know the common barriers and how to solve them?

RightToConnect project partners published an easy-to-read version of the ‘Need Analysis
Recommendation checklists’ to support the digital skills development of persons with
intellectual disabilities.

See more (opens in new window)



https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=289
https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?page_id=205
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On 12th and 13th of September 2023 RightToConnect project partners met online for the
third transnational project meeting to discuss over the progress of the project
implementation. The project, funded by Erasmus+, contributes to bridging the digital
divide by creating accessible digital tools for people with intellectual disabilities. It was a
fruitful two-day meeting as all co-design partner from Austria, Italy, Greece, Spain, and
Ireland shared the state of play in their on-going training materials development and
partner agreed to translate the materials in their national languages.

Read more (opens in new window)

On 11th and 12th July, Johannes Kepler University Linz organised a multiplier event in
collaboration with the IKT Forum conference which was held in Austria. With an
overwhelming response from the conference participants in day one, lead accessibility
researcher Aashish Verma shared informative project flyers, and factsheets and answered
many questions about the project.

RightToConnect project was presented in EASPD International Conference in Albania held
in 8-9 June in Tirana. Project coordinator Omor Ahmed shared printed copy of the needs
and recommendation checklist with the conference participants.

Read more (opens in new window)



https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=275
https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=272

Snap from the multiplier events

Right To Connect: Case Study
Exploring The Role of Co-researcher
In the Co-design of Peer Digital Skills
Courses and an Accessible

E-learning Platform.

Presented by:
Patrick F
Sarah Gavra Boland
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stay tuned to get
access to e-learning
platform




For any questions, please contact

Omor Ahmed

Project Officer

European Association of Service Providers for Persons with Disabilities
omor.ahmed@easpd.eu
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