
 

 

 

 

    
  

 

THE RightToConnect PROJECT
Digital inclusion for persons with

intellectual disabilities
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#2 / April 2023 

Project: 101049125 — RTCN — ERASMUS-EDU-2021-PCOOP-ENGO 

Welcome to our second newsletter April 2023! 

With an aim to develop an accessible e-learning platform, the project partners 
are implementing a series of co-designing sessions with people with intellectual 
disabilities in 5 pilot countries. In parallel, a digital skills competence framework 
is under development to capture the new skills needed. Prior to that, a need 
analyses survey was conducted at the transnational level to explore the current 
digital literacy gaps and challenges. The findings together with a systematic 
literature review paved the way to develop the training courses. 

Many accessibility standards and guidelines are available, yet the needs and 
wishes of people with intellectual disabilities are not fully understood. In 
addition, the post-Covid period taught us how important it is for people with 
disabilities to acquire digital skills enabling their full participation in the society.Digital inclusion for persons

with intellectual disabilities
As we are concluding the first year of the project, we would like to share some of 
the highlights with you. If you are interested to collaborate with us, feel free to 
reach out project coordination team at EASPD - email: omor.ahmed@easpd.eu 

Visit our website - www.righttoconnect.entelis.net 

www.righttoconnect.entelis.net
mailto:omor.ahmed@easpd.eu


    
      

             
       
         

      

   
   

         
       

       

RightToConnect project consortium met in
Brussels for the 2nd Transnational Project Meeting 

The partners of the Right to Connect (RTCN) project met in Brussels for their 

second transnational meeting: research findings, design thinking workshops, 
training materials, and the planning of upcoming co-design workshops were 

discussed. Read more (opens in new window). 

Need analyses and recommendation
report is out! 

Led by project partner European University Cyprus (EUC), our recent 
research study investigated the specific digital literacy challenges 

faced by individuals with intellectual disabilities. Read more. 

https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=217
https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=233


 

     
    

    
  

   
   

  
  

    
 

       

        
      

        
          

          
       

           
      

Ethics approval 

Prior to the research, all pilot 
partners took necessary steps to 
get research ethics approval at 
national level. 

For Ireland, surprisingly the 
approval process was lengthy, 
cumbersome and participants 
faced challenges regarding 
accessibility of the forms and 
documents. 

Patrick Fitzgerald shared his experience by being 
co-researcher of the project (opens in vimeo 

website) 

Co-creation labs are taking place in 5 pilot
countries! 

To prepare the e-learning platform users who eventually become 
co-designers throughout the development process, five pilot 
partners from Italy, Austria, Ireland, Greece, and Spain hosted 
design thinking sessions with an aim to teach and make familiar 
them with the concept of co-design. Initially, it was planned to 
have 4 session each partner, however, co-designers continue 
meeting in weekly basis, and hosted. Here is sneak peak of what 
co-designers have done and learned. 

https://vimeo.com/805162497
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AIAS Bologna in Italy

AIAS’ team kick-started the development of the co-design processes with a 
group of super motivated participants in October 2022. Read more (opens in 
new window). 

Atempo in Austria

Design Thinking? Co-Working? Brainstorming? Problem Tree? With those 

questions and a lot of other completely new words, we started the design 

thinking workshops with 8 trainees from atempo in autumn 2022. Read more 

opens in new window). 

https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=235
https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=238


 

     
   

     
     

    
    

  
     

  
 

        
     

   

Saint John of God Community Liffey
Services in Ireland

Co-designers at Saint John of God Community Liffey 
Services (SJOG) in Ireland hosted series of design 
thinking sessions. They collaborated with Greek 
partner Margarita, through online sessions. 

RightToConnect co-designer Patrick Fitzgerald and 
Sarah Boland won the top prize at National Research 
study Day in Ireland. They presented their work, 
journey and tasks undertaken as a co-designer during 
the project's initial phase. Patrick has shared his 
experience through a Vlog. 

See the full video: Patrick’s experience as co-
researcher of the project (opens in vimeo website) 

Why co-design matters! 

The co-design toolkit of Saint John 

of God Liffey Service (SJOG) was 

awarded in Zero Conference 2023, 
Patrick Fitzgerald and Sarah Boland 

presented their co-design 

experience in the UN office in 

Vienna, Australia. 

Patrick and Sarah’s trip to UN head quarter in 

Vienna, Austria (opens in Vimeo website) 

https://vimeo.com/805162497
https://vimeo.com/803160309


    

          
           
 

    

    

          
          

          
       

Margarita VTC in Greece 

On Thursdays, we connect! 

Thursdays have now become the days of creating material for us 

with us, and eventually for all including us! Read more (opens in 

new window). 

Fundación Juan Ciudad in Spain 

Using Design Thinking methodology, a team of two professionals and six 

people with disabilities from San Juan de Dios are co-designing (together 

with other European teams and Hermes Interactiva) a highly accessible e-
learning platform. Read more (opens in new window). 

https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=241
https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=244


     

         

         

         

         

           

          

 

FJC visits Greek partner MARGARITA 

MARGARITA’s co-design team was happy to host two partners from 

Fundación Juan Ciudad! With Eduardo and Jesus, experts in assistive 

technology, we discussed the use of technology, created our personal 

presentations on the 360 platform and shared our feedback regarding 

its accessibility. The Greek team was very excited to meet our Spanish 

partners and with Elli’s help and facilitation, language is never a 

barrier! 



   
 

     
         

            
        

        
 

     

       
      

           
      

       
        

     

      

      

            
             

       

      
 

       
        

      

Stay tuned with us! 

RightToConnect Pilot partners and e-learning platform 
developer team will host a 2 days international workshop on 

5 and 6 of June (Mon & Tues) in Madrid, Spain involving 10 
users (people with intellectual disability), 5 educators and 2 

IT developer to test training materials and the e-learning 
platform prototype. 

RightToConnect is going to Paris. 

AAATE 23 
Assistive Technology: Shaping a sustainable and inclusive 
world 
The 17th International Conference of the Association for 
the Advancement of Assistive Technology in Europe 
(AAATE) will take place in Paris from Aug 30th - Sept 1st. 
EASPD has become a collaborating organization. 

The project partners and Entelis Network members are 
planning to take this opportunity to share their project 
results with the wider research community. 

Entelis Network and RightToConnect consortium share an open
invitation to join the movement towards Accessible and Inclusive
Public Transport for all. 

Join Now by endorsing the declaration 

Endorse Lecco Declaration (opens in AAATE website) 

**All stakeholders, whether representing organisations or themselves, are invited to sign this declaration 
and to act according to these principles, supported by specific Memorandums of Understandings and 
Action Plans at European, national or local levels. 

https://aaate.net/the-lecco-declaration/


   
 

  
       

   

       
       

        
        

 

External Communication News and 
Events 

RightToConnect in Malta 
Care service providers received training with Entelis+ Digital 
Accessibility modules in Malta 

EASPD’s Member Forum on Person-Centred Technology (PCT), in 
collaboration with Smart4Health Horizon project organised training on 
digital accessibility and assistive technology at the EASPD international 
conference in Malta. Read more (opens in new window). 

https://righttoconnect.entelis.net/?p=247


  
       

         
      

       
         

     
         

          
         

      

        
        

        
       

  

 
  

         
         

 

 

RightToConnect in Brussels 
Partners were invited to AccessibiliTECH final Conference in 
Brussels 

On 18th January 2023, in the framework of EU-funded project 
AccessibiliTech, the consortium organised the final closing 
conference titled ‘Accessibility: how persons with disabilities face 
the digital divide in telework, eLearning and Telecare’ at the 
Microsoft innovation centre, Brussels., RightToConnect project 
partners EASPD and AAATE were invited in the opening panel 
discussion. Led by Thomas Bignal, head of policy, EASPD, the panel 
stressed the importance of taking concrete actions to bridge the 
growing digital divide in our society. 

RightToConnect pilot partner Ilaria Valoti from AIAS Bologna and 
project coordinator Omor Ahmed, EASPD, Orazio Fiorini, EASPD and 
Evert-Jan Hoogerwerf, AAATE was also present at the conference 
and shared information about RightToConnect project during the 
networking drink session. 

RightToConnect in Cyprus 
Real needs and realized suggestions for digital connection of persons 
with intellectual disabilities: The Right to Connect Now Project Experience 

On the 8th of December 2022, researcher 
Maria Mouka from the European 
University, Cyprus shared the first phases 
of the need analyses research of the 
project in a webinar organised by the 
university. 

In total 35 people attended the webinar 
and total of 71 registered participants got 
access of the recording. 



    
 

 
 

        

 

                 
               

            

     

For any questions, please contact 

Omor Ahmed 
Project Officer 

European Association of Service Providers for Persons with Disabilities 
omor.ahmed@easpd.eu 

Project: 101049125 — RTCN — ERASMUS-EDU-2021-PCOOP-ENGO 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do 
not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency 
(EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them. 

mailto:omor.ahmed@easpd.eu



